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Cuban Missile Crisis Background Information

When President Kennedy took office in January 1961, Americawas already concerned about Fidel Castro’s relationship with Russia.
The US feared any country’s alliance with communism or socialism, but Cuba’ s proximity to Florida provoked special trepidation.

Cuba feared the US would resort to military intervention to thwart its aliance with Russia. In April 1961, aforce of Cuban exiles,
trained by the CIA, landed at the Bay of Pigs with the intent of over-throwing Castro’s reign. Cuba’ s military trounced the invaders
within three days. Shortly thereafter, Castro declared Cuba a socialist republic and established formal ties with the Soviet Union,
much to the consternation of the US.

When the US placed 15 missilesin Turkey aimed at western USSR cities, Khrushchev expressed public anger. Given the speed with
which the missiles could strike, Moscow was atarget only 16 minutes away.

Then President Kennedy began a series of covert operations against Castro’s government, all of which, however, were unsuccessful.
In February of 1962, he instituted an economic embargo against Cuba.

Discussions regarding a US direct military attack continued, and Castro’ s fears were exacerbated as Congress authorized the use of
military force if American interests in Cubawere threatened. In April 1962, Castro persuaded K hrushchev to provide Cubawith both
surface-to-air missiles and surface-to-surface missiles. Under Operation Anadyr, the missiles were secretly shipped to Cubaon
merchant ships.

Although French intelligence warned CIA director John McCone that the Soviets were installing missiles in Cuba, President Kennedy
did not believe the report. 1n September, Kennedy told congress that the new missile sites photographed by a reconnaissance flight
were for defensive purposes only. Khrushchev himself personally assured Kennedy that Russia had neither interest nor need to equip
Cubawith offensive missiles. Cuban citizens were not so easily fooled and over one thousand reports reached Miami with news of the
weapons build-up.

It was not until Kennedy saw the photographs taken by the U-2 spy plane that the administration believed the reports and warnings of
other intelligence agencies. Soviet missiles on Cuban soil were indeed operational and capable of striking US cities.



